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1:12: And for Jerusalem and for the Temple: “Eighty men arrived from 
Shechem and Shiloh and Samaria, with their beards shaved and their 
clothes torn, and their bodies gashed, bringing cereal offerings and 
incense to present at the temple of the Lord” (Jer. 41:5). All the same 
are he who has heard that Jerusalem has been destroyed and he who 
sees Jerusalem in her ruin. Both are liable to make a tear in mourning. 
He who sees Jerusalem from Mount Scopus is liable to make a tear. 


1:13: There is a Tannaite authority who teaches: One adds to the tear. 
There is a Tannaite authority who teaches: A tear to begin with is a 
handbreadth, and an addition to it is any length of further tear at all. 
There is, further, a Tannaite authority who teaches: The tear to begin 
with is a handbreadth, and an addition to it is three fingers in breadth. 


1:14: If one suffered a bereavement, he makes a tear. If he suffered yet 
another bereavement, even if he heard that it was his father, mother, or 
teacher who had taught him wisdom, he suffices with a single tear for 
all of them. R. Judah b. Tema says, “He makes a tear on account of 
this one by himself, and on account of that one by himself.” If one 
suffered a bereavement, he makes a tear. If he suffered yet another 
bereavement, he adds to the tear he originally made, thereby making a 
tear [for the other bereavement]. 


1:15: Hinenah bar Pappi went up to R. Tanhum bar Hiyya. He came 
out to him dressed in his upper garments [street dress, though he was 
in mourning]. (What was this “upper garment”? It is a garment without 
a tear.) He said to him, “How do you know [that it is permitted to wear 
such a garment during a bereavement]?” He said to him, “This is what 
R. Simon, my teacher, did.” He said to him, “Pray for us.” He said to 
him, “May your breach go away [that is, the loss you have suffered].” 
For during the entire year [in which a bereavement is suffered by a 
family], the attribute of justice points toward the family [that has 
suffered a loss]. 


1:16: How do we know that a mourner is liable to make a tear [as a 
sign of mourning] while standing up? 


1:17: Said R. Yohanan, “R. Yosé gave instructions to baste the rent on 
the next day. When R. Yosé died, R. Hiyya bar Ba gave instructions to 
close the tear on the same day. Said R. Zeira, “And they do not differ. 
He who said one should baste the tear on the next day will agree to 
close it up on the next day. And he who said to close it up on the same 
day will concur that it may be basted on the same day.” 


